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Even before Briiix left the Mediterranean further disasters befell
the French armies. On May 27th Stivorof surprised Turin, cap-
turing more than 250 guns, So mortars and 60,000 muskets. By the
end of the first week of June the Russian outposts had reached the
head of the Alpine passes looking into France. A week later the-
Cakbrian patriots, supported by a British Seer, captured Naples.
Then on June I7th Suvorof, marching at high speed to cut Mac-
donald's fine of retreat on the Trebbia, defeated him in one of the
hardest-fought and bloodiest battles of the war. During the pursui:
over the mountains the Russians took 13,000 prisoners, including
four Generals.

In Germany and Switzerland also the fortunes of France were
crumbling. Here, as in Italy, the Auiic Council had forbidden a
vigorous pursuit in order to secure fortresses. For Thugut and his
Emperor had learnt nothing from the defeats of four years. They
had still to grasp that the first fruits of victory depended on destroy-
ing the enemy's army. Yet despite these handicaps the patient
Archduke was ready by the beginning of June to attack the lines*
of Zurich. Though his first assault was repelled, he forced Massena
by the 7th to fall back, leaving the city and immense stores of arms
in his hands. As the French withdrew and the puppet Government
of Swiss traitors fled in their wake, the peasantry rose in the hills.

Such was the position at midsummer, 1799, less than eleven
months after the deliverance of the Nile. Now 200,000 tired French-
men, dangerously spread out on a failing front from the Texel to
Genoa, faced half again as many assaiknts commanded by two
great masters of war. The Republic's attempt to restore the naval
balance in the Mediterranean had failed, and beyond the narrow
seas on her northern flank the untried Army of England was wait-
ing its chance to arrack.

For the conviction was growing that the hour for England's
return to the Continent had come. Four years had passed since a
British soldier had set foot on the European mainland save as a
fugitive raider. During that time much had been done to make
the Army a more effective force. By 1799 the folly of mortgaging
the flower of the nation's manhood for sugar islands had ax last
dawned on the authorities. In five years 100,000 young Britons
had been killed or permanently disabled by the Caribbean climate.
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